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On 30th May we had 7,311 trees in our database and 10,178 photographs 

Welcome to the latest issue of Tree Watch.  

With the better weather, now is a good time to think about 

helping us with our veteran tree survey.  See Alison’s plea on page 

four.  If you’d like to help us in any way, however small, please get 

in touch.  Some parishes need help with recording their veteran 

trees, but any additional photo or verified tree is greatly 

appreciated.  Just contact me or use any contact form on our 

website.  We particularly want to get a photo for all trees in our 

database, but also appreciate additional photos of any tree.  The 

ones here were added in our latest update – they are of MRN 

1861, an Ash in Barkham.  Compare these photos with the one of 

it in full-leaf (below).  Tree silhouettes can be beautiful! 

With all the development 

going on in the Borough, 

it is more important than 

ever to keep an eye on how our important trees are being 

protected.  If you have any concerns about any trees, please 

contact the Trees and Landscape department at Wokingham 

Borough Council:  

treesandlandscape@wokingham.gov.uk 

There are some 53,000 council 

owned trees and WBC have 

published a policy for their on-

going maintenance as well as an 

inspection framework.  (Links on 

page 10 and available on our 

Yahoo site.)  It is gratifying 

that their policy specifically 

mentions the importance of veteran trees and their liaison with WDVTA.  

We have almost completed our 10th anniversary report and we’ll tell you 

more about this soon. 

The next issue of Tree Watch will be August 2017 and the copy deadline 

is 31st July.  If you have any comments or responses to anything in this issue or contributions for future 

issues please send them to: Elaine Butler - datamanager @ wdvta.org.uk 

Main items in this issue:-   

p2 Events; AGM & New committee p7 Profile: Malcolm Butler 

p3 Tree Watching from my chair p8 Species in Focus: Sycamore 

p6 This month’s initialism:  BGCI p9 FAQ: How many trees in the world? 

p6 Where is it? p10 Welsh dragon tree 
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Events – June-August 2017 

� Saturday 17th June  10:00 - visit to Barcham Research labs, Cutbush Lane, Shinfield – book 

via website. 

� Sunday 16th July  14:00 – Walk through Pearmans Copse and Nores Hill Wood, Shinfield. 

Non-WDVTA events:  

� Saturday 6th August  10:00-15:00 Earley Green Fair - WDVTA stall. 

For up-to-date information - see the events page on our website – wdvta.org.uk/events.php 

AGM REPORT Alison Griffin 

The AGM on April 4th was a busy evening with an excellent talk from Simon Jones, an Arboricultural 

Consultant, on ‘Saving and Planting Trees in New Housing Developments’.  He had plenty of good advice for 

all of the development stages: from local council planning policies, through reviewing planning applications 

and into monitoring sites during development and finally at the site landscaping stage. 

Kerry organised a quiz with photographs of various association members in their younger years.  Penny 

Miller won the prize for correctly recognising the most people. 

After the refreshment break Kerry and I had arranged a surprise.  We had looked back at the 2007 

minutes of WDVTA meetings and discovered that Diane Thorne, Janet Firth, Sheila Crowson, Gordon 

Veitch, Doreen Dye, Maggie Sanderson, Stephen Loyd, Fee Young, Stephanie McKay have been 

coordinators or committee members (or both) since the association started.  They were all mentioned and 

thanked for all their work over the ten years.  The same is also true, of course, of Barbara Stagles and 

Elaine Butler.  Cllr Angus Ross and Andy Glencross from WBC have also been strong supporters of the 

association from the start and they were also thanked.  I then asked Angus to present a gift from 

WDVTA to both Barbara and Elaine to mark their huge contributions.  Both gifts were a carved acorn, in 

oak, created by Steve Radford. 

 

WDVTA COMMITTEE 

At the AGM the officers and committee members were re-elected.  Apart from Fee Young, who has 

stood down, there is no change.  Stephan Loyd has stepped down as Tree Warden coordinator, although 

he is now designated as “Lead Tree Warden”.  Stephanie McKay is our new Tree Warden coordinator. 

Executive Officers: Chairman:  Alison Griffin  

Vice-chairman:  Jane Sellwood 

Secretary;   Kerry Clissold 

Treasurer:   Derek Oxbrough 
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Other committee members: 

Elaine Butler (Data Manager; Tree Watch Editor) Sarah Hanson 

Martin Haslam (Events Group) Cathy Harris 

Stephen Loyd (Ruscombe Coordinator) Stephen Radford 

Stephanie McKay (Tree Warden Coordinator; Schools Liaison) Coralie Ramsey 

Linda Martin (Woodley Coordinator) Michael Rea 

Maggie Sanderson (Hospitality; Hurst Coordinator) Liz Wild 

Barbara Stagles (Jubilee Trees Coordinator)  

 

TREE WATCHING FROM MY CHAIR                                             Alison Griffin 

Have you noticed the English oak catkins this spring?  Some trees seem to have had not 

just a huge number of them but they have also been 

exceptionally long.  Several people have commented to 

me about this, so we are either being more observant, 

or the trees have been different this year, or both of 

course. 

The spring bud-burst on trees has been an extended season with  

the early warmth 

getting the oak 

burst started 

before the end of 

March near our 

house.  Looking at 

ash trees at Cantley Park last week, there were some 

fully in leaf and others barely showing any signs of 

green.  On a walk in Dorset I did see this rather 

strange horse chestnut, one side has pink and the 

other side white flowers, but it did just have one 

trunk that didn’t look like two fused trees. 

European Tree of the Year 

In the last Tree Watch, I wrote about the Woodland 

Trust Tree of the Year competition which selected 

one winning tree for each of England, Scotland, 

Wales and Northern Ireland.  These four went into 

the European Tree of the Year competition with 

public voting in February.  The overall winner was an 

oak tree in Poland, but the Welsh Brimmon oak was a 

close second with the English, Northern Irish and 

Scottish trees in 5th, 6th and 8th places respectively 

out of sixteen countries.  I’ll look out for the 2017 

competition later this year. 

Tenth Anniversary Report 

We are busy finalising the text and images for the report and the designer will be putting it all together 

for us over the next few weeks.  We have been in contact with Paul Richards a local photographer from 

Finchampstead.  Do look at his website (see page 10) as he has stunning local landscape photographs.  He 

has very kindly agreed to let us use some of his images in the report.   

Although the printed report will probably be ready by the summer, we are planning the official launch for 

the autumn.  We will let everyone know the details as soon as they are confirmed and we do hope that as 

many of you that can come along to one or more of the autumn events will do so.  We hope you’ll enjoy the 
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report.  It reflects both the amount and diversity of the veteran trees across the borough as well as the 

very significant work and dedication from so many of you in recording and photographing the trees.   

Here are a few of the highlights from analysing our data for the report: 

• English oak trees are not just prolific, they account for 55% of all our records. 

• English oak is the most recorded species in all seventeen parishes. 

• The second most common species recorded is ash; but at under 7% of our records, an eighth of 

the number of English oaks. 

• We have 4 trees classified as ‘ancient’ by the Ancient Tree Hunt – and they have not got our full 

data in their records yet, so there will be more. 

• We have 4 avenues of Wellingtonia trees in the Borough.  Not just the one in Finchampstead, but 

ones in Arborfield and Newland, Shinfield and Wargrave as well. 

Tree Warden Coordination and Hedge Trees 

Stephen Loyd has been leading and coordinating all our 

Tree Warden activities since we added these into the 

aims of the Association.  He asked for someone to take 

the role on from this year’s AGM and Stephanie McKay 

has very kindly volunteered.  The plan is that they will 

divide the different aspects of the role between them, 

with Stephanie taking on coordination activities.  

Stephen will keep some of the responsibilities so the 

workload will be shared.   

Just before the committee meeting at the start of May, 

Stephen and Michael Rea took everyone to look at the 

four hedge trees they have separated out of two of the 

hedges that run across the playing field area of Cantley 

Park.  All four are doing well.  (One is shown in the photo 

right, with Cathy Harris and Stephen Loyd.) 

Charvil and Surveyor training 

Charvil 

We have been contacted by the parish council in Charvil 

to help them with their tree records.  The parish was one 

of the first to complete their tree survey, but we have a 

number of trees without photographs there.  Several 

people have been to try to take the missing photographs, but have struggled to find the trees, so we 

would like to re-survey parts of the parish.  The local councillors have a small team of people who are 

interested to help, so we hope to arrange some training in June or July. 

Help Surveying 

Could you spare a little time to help?  We will need a few surveyors to go out with the new Charvil 

members and train them how to record the trees and submit the data.  We are also looking for surveyors 

to help in the parishes where the survey has not been completed. 

If you would like some refresher surveying training, then you could come along and help in Charvil at their 

training sessions. 

Please get in touch with me or with Elaine if you can help, in Charvil or in any other parish or if you would 

like to come along for some refresher training.  We can then let you know the dates and details as soon as 

they are arranged. 

Trees without Photographs 

We have made good progress over the last two years in reducing the number of trees in our database 

without a photograph; but there are still over 300 that are accessible or visible and still need to have 

their picture taken.   
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Could you volunteer to take the photograph of 10 trees this year?  Please get in touch and I can send you 

a group of 10 master record numbers and the details of the trees.  I’ll make sure that each group is in 

the same parish, and not be too far from each other.  This is a good way to get to know a different area 

of the Borough and can be done by someone on their own, or can be a very sociable activity for two or 

three people together. 

FaceBook Group 

Many thanks to Lottie Faulkener who got in touch after the last Tree Watch and has been posting 

messages about trees for our Facebook group.  Do join and encourage others to join as I am discovering 

that it can be very valuable communication network. 

Northern Distribution Road  

Most conversations I have with local friends now seem inevitably to mention all the development work or 

planning applications around the Borough.  I won’t make additional comments here, but have just three 

images of the preparation work for the new Northern Distribution Road.  Trees have been well protected 

by the Coppid Beech roundabout, but some had to be felled where the road will cross Binfield Road. 

 

CommuniTree 

Along with Linda Martin and Stephanie McKay, I have 

just attended a series of presentations and displays 

by pupils from five schools in Woodley and Earley,.  

Together they are running a project called 

‘CommuniTree’ and want to plant trees either within 

their school grounds or in public spaces near their 

schools. They were enthusiastic, made good 

presentations and were happy to talk about the 

displays they had created.  An excellent afternoon and 

good contacts made with the organiser and with 

teachers at the five schools: Bulmershe, Highwood, St 

Dominic’s, Early St Peters and Addington. 

If you have any contacts with these schools, do support this project.  They hope to be one of the groups 

for the 'green token' scheme at Waitrose in Woodley, so if you are shopping there, do support them with 

your token. 

Hundreds of previously undiscovered ancient oak trees found in English Countryside. 

Well that was the headline of an article in ‘The Independent’ in March.  It’s not clear in the article where 

or why these trees have just been ‘discovered’ but there were some interesting observations made. 

England has more ancient oak trees than the rest of Europe put together.  The count in England is about 

3,400.  Sweden has about 1,260 and about a further 800 across the rest of Europe. 
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Dr Aljos Farjon of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew has just written a book “Ancient Oaks: In the 

English Landscape” which will be published later this month.  He believes we have the Norman Conquest to 

thank for our abundance of ancient oaks.  After the Conquest the redistribution of land to landowners 

keen on hunting led to the creation of many hunting parks.  Fallow deer were introduced to live in the new 

parks and to be hunted.  With the deer grazing much of the undergrowth, more open woodland was 

created which favoured the growth of oak trees.  It is an interesting argument. 

Tree Charter 

Elaine first mentioned this new Charter for Trees, Woods and People in Tree Watch # 28 in February 

last year, but there was some publicity again earlier this year.  The website says:  

“On 6 November 2017, the 800th anniversary of the influential 1217 Charter of the Forest, we will launch 

the Charter for Trees, Woods and People.  More than 50,000 tree stories have been submitted in the 

last year and the themes from these stories have informed the ten principles which underpin the charter. 

We believe the people of the UK have a right to the many benefits brought by trees and woods.  The new 

charter will recognise, celebrate and protect this right.” 

So this is another topic to watch out for towards the end of the year.  

 

This month’s    AA CC RR OO NN YY MM   // II NN II TT II AA LL II SS MM     

BGCI- Botanic Gardens Conservation International  

Established in 1987, with its headquarters at Kew, it includes over 500 botanic gardens and arboreta in 

96 countries.  Its aim is to unite botanic gardens and other organisations committed to saving the world’s 

threatened plants. 

WHERE IS IT? 

Do you know where this tree is?   

Answer in the next issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s in Buckinghamshire and was sent in by Patricia Green 

 

From the last issue: 

This is the Gemini Oak in 

Earley – MRN 2814 & 2815 –

check it out on our map, 

where you can see some 

more photos. 

“It should be a right of an individual (just like clean water) to see a tree from a window.” 

Richard Rogers (2013) “Front Row”; Radio 4; 12-July-2013 
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PROFILE – MALCOLM BUTLER 

Malcolm is our Systems Manager and Membership Secretary and is also responsible for the map page on 

our website.  He helped me manage the transfer of the original database from BTCV and enhanced the 

web presence and tree map that BTCV had originally provided.  He continues to assist me in processing 

surveyors’ data into the online database.  You’ve probably seen him setting up the projection equipment 

at our talks – and he’s on the front cover of our handbook! 

My involvement with the WDVTA started back in 2007 

creating the computer programs which semi-automate 

the update of the online tree database and the online 

tree map.  These programs have various checks in them 

which help to reduce errors in the data and make it 

more consistent.   

I first got involved with computers whilst studying for a 

masters in relativity theory.  I was in the Mathematics 

department at Kingston Polytechnic (now Kingston 

University) and shared a staff room with a couple of 

computer science lecturers.  What they were doing 

intrigued me and I started hanging around the computer 

room and spending all my time learning a variety of 

computer languages.  To cut a long story short I 

abandoned my relativity studies and started a part-time 

masters degree in computer science while at the same 

time getting a job teaching computing at Wandsworth 

FE college.   

Having obtained my masters degree I left teaching and 

the London area moving to ICL in Bracknell and a career 

in software development.  I spent many happy years in 

various roles in ICL, leaving in 2000.  In 2002 after a 

short spell in a local start-up company I retired from 

what had become a management role.  I was keen to get back to doing what I had always loved to do; 

writing computer programs.  This involved me in learning new technologies and I was looking for a project 

to help me develop my skills in the Java programming language that I had recently been studying.  At 

that time my wife Elaine took on the role of WDVTA data manager with me promising to provide support.  

I know very little about trees and I am very poor at identifying tree species.  However, I make up for 

this by having Elaine to help and I can write computer programs.  Together we helped design the tree 

database structure and input forms and the mechanisms to place a web presence on the TVERC web site.  

After 18 months we realised it needed some significant changes and we created the database we have 

today.  At this point all we had on the TVERC website was, what is today, the map page on our website.  

When our current webmaster, Malcolm Inglis, took on his role we were able to hire our own web space 

and I was able to upload the full database to an online SQL database to enable different views of our 

tree data in addition to the simple map view.   

These days the work rate has slowed as the survey gets nearer completion.  This is perhaps fortuitous 

since the computer I assembled to support these activities back in 2007 is starting to show its age a 

little, as am I.  The vet tree computer (we call it Igor) is now on its third operating system version 

having started out on Windows XP.  It is used to process every new record, update and photo.  It also 

manages the backup to our Yahoo group and uploading the tree data to our web site.   

For me the project has well outlasted my interest in the Java programming language.  If I were to do it 

again I would probably use Rust! 

Malcolm Butler  
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SPECIES IN FOCUS – SYCAMORE (ACER PSEUDOPLATANUS)  

12 miscellaneous facts about the Sycamore 

1. An introduced naturalised species – 

introduced by the Romans or around 1500 

or in the 17th century, depending on which 

source you believe! 

2. Native to central Europe and western Asia. 

3. Other common names: false plane-tree, 

great maple, Scottish maple, mount maple, 

mock-plane and Celtic maple. 

4. It is monoecious (male and female 

reproductive organs on same plant).  Both 

male and female flowers produce abundant 

nectar – a good source of food for honey-

bees, making a fragrant, delicately 

flavoured and pale-coloured honey.  

5. The winged seeds (keys or samaras) are 

paired and twirl to the ground when ripe. 

6. The leaves often have distinctive tar 

spots.  These are caused by a fungus 

(Rhytisma acerinum), but don’t seem to cause the tree 

any long-term damage. 

7. In the USA sycamore refers to several trees of the 

genus Platanus especially the American sycamore 

(Platanus occidentalis).  Our sycamore (Acer 

pseudoplatanus) is called the sycamore maple. 

8. Sycamore is mentioned in the bible, but it’s a totally 

different species.  It refers to the sycamore fig or 

fig-mulberry (Ficus sycomorus) - a large tree with 

edible fruit found in Egypt and Syria. 

9. The wood is creamy-white, close-grained and hard-wearing - 

used for making musical instruments, furniture, wood-

flooring and kitchen utensils.  It also makes good firewood. 

10. The rising sap in spring has been used to extract sugar and 

to make alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks. 

11. There’s a sycamore in Dorset known as the “Tolpuddle 

Martyrs’ Tree”.  It was under this tree, in 1834, that the 

Tolpuddle Martyrs formed a trade union and were 

subsequently found to have breached the “Incitement to 

Mutiny Act 1797” and were transported to Australia.  The 

subsequent public outcry led to their release and return.  The tree had a girth of 5.6m in 2008 and 

has been dated to 1680. 

12. We have 75 Acer pseudoplatanus recorded in our database plus one Purple Sycamore (Acer 

pseudoplatanus 'Atropurpureum').  The photo above shows MRN 6968, in Molly Millars Lane car park, 

Wokingham Town, with a girth of 4.7m at 1.5m. 
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Veteran Tree Veteran Tree Veteran Tree Veteran Tree 
Survey snapshotSurvey snapshotSurvey snapshotSurvey snapshot    

SSSSYCAMORESYCAMORESYCAMORESYCAMORES    

77777777    
trees in our 

database 

32323232%%%%    
in Wargrave 

4444    
parishes haven’t 

recorded any 

6666mmmm    
Largest recorded 

(so far) MRN 6639 

35 (45%)35 (45%)35 (45%)35 (45%)    
maidens 

33333333 (43%) (43%) (43%) (43%)    
multi stems 

FFAAQQ:: HOW MANY TREE SPECIES ARE THERE IN THE WORLD? 

This is one of those questions that’s easy to ask, but more difficult to 

answer.  However, we are now told that there are 60,065!  The list has 

been compiled by BGCI (see p6) utilising data from its network of 

member organisations.  They reference 500 papers and 400 years of 

data.  The aim is not just to list the number of species, but to 

establish the conservation status of all tree species by 2020.  Rare 

and threatened species in immediate need of action will be identified.  

Some very interesting facts have emerged from this compilation.  

Apart from the polar regions, which have no trees, the near-Arctic 

region of North America has the fewest number of species (less than 

1,400).  Brazil has the greatest number (8,715).  Over half of the 

species (58%) are only found in one country, and are hence vulnerable 

to potential threats such as deforestation.  About 300 species are 

considered critically endangered because there are fewer than 50 

individual trees in the wild. 

A tree is defined as a woody plant growing to a height of at least 2m, 

usually with a single stem, or if multi stemmed, having at least one 

vertical stem with a 5cm diameter at breast height. 

There’s a downloadable database (GlobalTreeSearch) of tree species 

which will be updated as more species are discovered.  You can list the 

countries where a particular genus or species is found or find out 

which species are found in a country.  There are currently 98 species 

listed for the UK (no data for individual countries within UK).  It does 

include non-native trees, but there are some notable omissions.  Only 

three Quercus species are listed: Q. robur, Q. petraea and Q. 

pubescens; so no Q. ilex or Q. cerris.  It lists 17 countries where holm 

oaks occur and nine for the turkey oak, but these lists do not include 

the UK.  We have nine different Quercus species in our database, but 

no Q. pubescens (see survey snapshot issue 32, page 6).  BGCI does not 

list three of these species: Lucombe and Turner’s oaks (which are 

crosses) and the Cypress oak (which is a variety of Q. robur).  In all it 

lists 398 species of Quercus.  Take a look – web details on page 10. 

These photos are of Turner’s Oak on 

the University of Reading campus–MRN 

5715 (above); the corky bark of the 

Lucombe Oak in the grounds of 

Bearwood College–MRN 5611 and a 

lovely Holm Oak in Earley – MRN 4642. 
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WELSH DRAGON TREE 

Rob McBride, the self-styled “tree 

hunter”, posted this photo on our 

Facebook page, with the comment  

“Thought you may like to see what I 

met yesterday, the Welsh Dragon 

Oak that fell off the cliff!” 

 

Do send me any photos you have of 

unusual trees or unusual photos of 

trees!! 

 

RECOMMENDED WEBSITES & READING 

http://finchphotography.co.uk/ – Paul Richards website – see page 3 

www.facebook.com/Wokingham-District-Veteran-Tree-Association-Wokingham-Tree-Wardens-

1536518829938610 – our Facebook page 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/WDVTA/files - files on our Yahoo site 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-mid-wales-36533155 – read about Rob McBride’s tree hunting 

https://treecharter.uk/ – Charter for Trees, Woods and People 

www.bgci.org – Botanic Gardens Conservation International 

Some sources used in this issue:  all web pages accessed 30-05-2017 

p1-WBC docs: http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/council-and-meetings/open-data/plans-policies-and-strategies/?categoryesctl91f252ff-550d-4cfa-

a838-92ef2cb5f83c=10629 

p5-CommuniTree: http://www.thebulmersheschool.com/NewsArticle.aspx?NewsID=685 

p5-http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/archaeology/ancient-oak-trees-england-uk-tree-register-survey-a7610246.html 

p8-Species in Focus: https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/sycamore; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acer_pseudoplatanus; 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/dorset/4679191.stm; https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-

trees/common-non-native-trees/sycamore/; http://www.treeblog.co.uk/viewpost.php?id=216; Mitchell, Alan (1974) ‘A Field Guide to the Trees of 

Britain and Northern Europe’ ISBN 0 00 212035 6 

p9-FAQ: BGCI. [2017]. GlobalTreeSearch online database, Botanic Gardens Conservation International. Richmond, UK. Available at 

www.bgci.org/globaltree_search.php Accessed on 05/05/2017; http://www.bgci.org/global_tree_search.php?sec=globaltreesearch; 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-39492977 

Images may be subject to copyright, so please do not reproduce any without checking first. 

The views and opinions expressed in Tree Watch are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor 
or the official policy or position of the Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association. 

Don’t forget:  The latest database and all the latest files relating to the survey are on the Yahoo site: 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/WDVTA/info 

 

Details of all trees in our database are available via the web map pages:  wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS  

    Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly,     

THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU   to everyone who is out there recording our trees. to everyone who is out there recording our trees. to everyone who is out there recording our trees. to everyone who is out there recording our trees.    

We wouldn’t have a database without you.We wouldn’t have a database without you.We wouldn’t have a database without you.We wouldn’t have a database without you.    

From the last issue: 

This is the Gemini Oak in 

Earley – MRN 2814 & 2815 –

check it out on our map, 

where you can see some 

more photos. 


