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On 11th January we had 7296 trees in our database and 10,132 photographs 

Welcome to the latest issue of Tree Watch.  

As we think about the arrival of spring and the trees coming into leaf, we have a very sad loss to report.  

Ray Stagles, who was our founding secretary, died at Christmas.  He wasn’t just a very efficient 

secretary and a great support to the association in all we did, but he was a really lovely person and he will 

be missed by so many people.  This photo shows Ray admiring a veteran oak in Pope’s Meadow, Bracknell in 

2014.  It was used in the Bracknell Forest Parks and Countryside photo competition that year, where 

someone gave it the title: “veteran meets veteran”. (See page 7.) 

 

Our next event is our AGM – do make a note of the date – Tuesday 4th April.  It’s being held in St Paul’s 

Parish Room on the Reading Road in Wokingham.  Parking is free and there’s a large car park.  With a 

central location and easy parking, we hope to see many of you there.   

 

The next issue of Tree Watch will be May 2017 and the copy deadline is 30th April.  If you have any 

comments or responses to anything in this issue or contributions for future issues please send them to:  

Elaine Butler - datamanager @ wdvta.org.uk 
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Events – March – May 2017 

� Tuesday 4th April 19:30 – St Paul’s Parish Room, Wokingham – AGM and presentations 

Non-WDVTA events:  

� Wednesday 15th March 20:00– Town Hall, Wokingham – Public Lecture by Janet Firth 

‘Barkham from below the ground’ – a look at the archaeology of Barkham - with some 

reference to veteran trees!  Janet is our Barkham coordinator.  Free entrance. More 

information from chairman@wokinghamsociety.org.uk 

For up-to-date information - see the events page on our website – wdvta.org.uk/events.php 

DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO COULD HELP? 

We’ll be circulating calling papers for the AGM soon.  If you’d like to join the committee or know anyone 

you think would be suitable, please let us know.  In particular we are looking for someone to help publicise 

WDVTA via social media.  The committee realise that most of our members are probably not very active 

on social media such as Twitter and Facebook.  We do have a Facebook account, but it isn’t used much.  

The Anniversary Report team is looking for someone to help publicise the report later in the year using 

social media.  Do you know of someone, not necessarily a WDVTA member, who is active on social media 

and might be interested in helping us - a son, daughter or grandchild?  It could be a project that would 

look good on UCAS forms and CVs.  Please get in touch if you think of someone. 

 

TREE WATCHING FROM MY CHAIR                                                          Alison Griffin 

Looking at the tracery of the branches of trees in winter is something I always 

enjoy and find calming as well as attractive.  In the space of the last week I’ve seen 

glorious mature oaks against a beautiful blue sky and the same trees spookily 

looming out of mist a day or two later.  Today is more of a grey day with snow 

flurries, so much better to be indoors and writing my notes for Elaine! 

Tenth Anniversary Report 

In January this year we passed our tenth anniversary.  As well as events this year to mark the milestone, 

we are producing a report on what we have achieved over the ten years.  We applied for a Lottery Grant 

to fund printing the report and have heard that we have been successful, so there will be a Launch Event 

and as soon as we have a date, we’ll let everyone know.  Thank you to all the coordinators and committee 

members who have written pieces for inclusion in the report.  We are busy behind the scenes collating 

and editing the text and gathering photographs as well as talking with a designer.  We will have two 

versions of the report one for printing with shorter text sections and fewer photographs and a website 

version with longer descriptions and more photographs as space will be no restriction. 

Hazebrook Meadow 

We have a new SANG in the borough on the Arborfield Garrison site.  It may have a confusing name, not 

Hazelbrook with an ‘l’, nor Hazebrouck from the name of the old nearby barracks, but Hazebrook.  There 

are a number of veteran trees on the site, which were inaccessible when Janet and team were surveying 

the parish.  Six have already been recorded, MRNs 8030 to 8035, with more to be surveyed when the 

weather is better. 
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Ascot Wildlife 

We have recently been contacted by the Ascot Wildlife group who are holding a training session in 

March with the aim of setting up a group of local tree surveyors for Ascot, Sunninghill and Sunningdale.  

They will be adapting our handbook and will load their data to the TVERC database in the same way as 

the Bracknell Forest Veteran Tree Survey group.  It is good to see our influence spreading even wider.   

https://sites.google.com/site/wildlifeinascot/ 

Tree Pests 

A collaborative project aiming to help spot new pest and disease threats to UK trees has been set up 

between Forest Research, the Forestry Commission and several other bodies including the National 

Trust and the Woodland Trust.  They have a good website and an excellent chart which shows the visible 

symptoms of various pests by calendar month.   

www.observatree.org.uk/ 

www.observatree.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Pest-and-disease-calendar-online-version.pdf 

Shinfield Relief Road 

My usual route into Reading goes along the Shinfield Road, so I have been very aware of the building of 

the relief road and will be glad when it is completed.  This week I was held up on my way back home by 

the temporary traffic lights, but was delighted to spot that the western side of the new road close to 

the Magpie and Parrot has been planted with a new hedge and every few yards along the new hedge 

there are new hedge trees.  At least one of these was an oak – I was stationary long enough to spot the 

leaves!   It looks like our Hedge Tree Project under Stephen’s tree warden umbrella has been noted and 

action taken.  Good news, and let us hope and press for more similar plantings of hedges with hedge 

trees along more of the new roads and new developments around the borough. 

 

 

This month’s    AA CC RR OO NN YY MM // ii nn ii tt ii aa ll ii ss mm     

MERL - Museum of English Rural Life 

This museum, part of the University of Reading, is dedicated to recording the changing face of farming 

and the countryside in England and houses collections of national importance.  It was founded in 1951 

originally on the Whiteknights Campus, but moved in 2005 to St Andrews Hall, a former hall of residence 

in Redlands Road.  It has just re-opened after a major redevelopment.  Entrance is free.  It’s closed on 

Mondays, but open at the week-end and until 21:00 on the last Thursday of the month.   

[See www.reading.ac.uk/TheMERL] 

 

SHAPING THE LAND – WHY IS THE FIRST OF OUR NEW GALLERIES ALL ABOUT TREES? 

This was the heading for a blog from MERL about their new exhibition.  Referring to the oak as “a 

powerful symbol of England”, it describes how the first part of the new MERL galleries contains just 

three items, one of which is a large image of an oak tree  It’s a photo taken by William Henry Fox, the 

first known photo ever taken of an oak tree.  The exhibit uses projected animation and what’s described 

as an “immersive soundscape” to portray the changing seasons within woodands. 

MERL has a number of collections, including one with over 600 evacuee memoirs of children evacuated 

during the war.  Amongst these, and featured in another MERL blog, is one from our founding chairman, 

Barbara Stagles.  Barbara and her sister, Betty, were evacuated from Bristol to Rockwell in Somerset.  

There’s a lovely photo of Barbara & Betty just before their evacuation and another of them today (see 

page 10 for weblinks). 
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PROFILE – GLYNN PERCIVAL 

If you’ve attended any of the talks Glynn has given to WDVTA you’ll know what a great speaker he is and 

how knowledgeable he is about trees and their diseases.  We are extremely grateful for his continued 

support of WDVTA and look forward to future talks from him.  He has arranged a visit to his Research 

Station in Cutbush Lane, Shinfield for 17th June.  Full details will of course be circulated to members as 

well as being on our website. 

I know I inherited my love of plants from my Grandad.  One of 

my first memories was of him and me in his glasshouse where 

he grew tomatoes.  I remember he gave me a tip about 

watering them with a sugar solution to make them taste 

sweeter.  A strange thing to say but the influence of sugar on 

root growth of trees formed a major research theme later on 

in my life and won me several research grants and invites to 

speak all over the world.  Thanks Grandad.  My love of trees, 

however, came from my Dad.  He was a fanatical woodsman 

having been involved with the cubs and scouts most of his life.  

Most people associate Doncaster as an industrial area but 

where we lived we were surrounded by some wonderful woods.  

I remember every week-end my Dad and I were in Squirrel, 

Bluebell or Snowdrop wood, although my own particular favourite was one called Creepy Hollow.  

Consequently even at a very early age I could identify all the native tree species.  I left school at 

sixteen with two O levels and worked for the Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council as a horticulturist 

for six year.  During that time I did a four year apprenticeship and went to night school for a few more 

O and A levels.  I then left the council and did a BSc Honours in Biological Sciences at Birmingham.  I 

really didn’t know what to do next when the end of my degree course was approaching, but my research 

project supervisor suggested I study for a PhD.  So I was fortunate to be offered one at the University 

of Strathclyde in Glasgow in conjunction with the Scottish Agricultural College based in Ayr.  As I was 

completing my PhD the lecturer in Arboriculture decided to “move on” and I was just in the right place at 

the right time.  Consequently I lectured at the College and University for thirteen years during which I 

became the course tutor for all the BSc Horticulture/Botany/Landscape management courses.  After 

thirteen years I was presenting my research at 

a conference in Kent when I was approached by 

the General Manager of the Bartlett Tree 

Experts and asked if I’d be interested in 

setting up a research laboratory in the South 

of England.  At the time I felt I needed a new 

challenge in life and so I accepted and the rest 

as they say is history.  I decided to set up the 

laboratory at Reading University as they had a 

five star rated Plant Science Department.  My 

first day of work for Bartletts was 2nd April 

2001.  I’ll never forget as April 2nd is my 

birthday.  Since then I like to think the 

laboratory has gone from strength to strength.  

I get to travel the world and “look at” rare and 

historic trees such as the Survivor Tree in 

New York (the only tree that survived the 9/11 

attack), the Tarzan Tree in Hong Kong which 

has one of the largest tree houses in the world 

(you can see it in the background photograph 

of me) and the Moreton Bay Fig Tree in 

Australia, plus many more.   
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I also get to look after trees of importance around the UK such as those located at Kew Botanic Gardens 

and the Royal Households. 

My first love however, has always remained research, which I personally seem to have less and less time 

to do.  Consequently I have five PhD students to supervise who not only keep me abreast of any latest 

scientific developments in the tree world but also “keep me on my toes”.  At the moment we have 

research projects investigating new ways of pest and disease control using soil amendments such as 

biochar and application of mulches made from single tree species.  My other students are heavily 

involved in the development of bio-control systems for honey fungus and acute oak decline management.  

There is a great deal of “doom and gloom” regarding the future of some of our major tree species.   

During my talks I always try be more optimistic.  I personally believe there are small things we can all do 

that influence the way these pests and diseases spread.  In most cases it’s just trying to get the right 

message to the right people.  

Glynn Percival 

 

WHERE IS IT? 

Do you know where this tree is?   

(It’s in our database.) 

Answer in the next issue. 

 

 

WOODLAND TRUST TREE OF THE YEAR            Alison Griffin 

Did you watch the Channel 4 programme about the Tree of the Year?  It was broadcast on December 

17th and clashed with the final of Strictly Come Dancing, so I don’t expect the viewing figures were very 

high.  However, it was lovely to see that the tree heritage of Britain is beginning to get some good 

publicity and it is still available to view on catch-up (see page 10).  28 trees were shortlisted for the 

award, most of which were shown in the programme.  I particularly liked the huge ancient oak trees of 

course; the 13m girth Bothorpe Oak in Lincolnshire, the 800 year-old ‘Old Knobbley’ in Essex and the 800 

From the last issue: 

This is a young Wellingtonia 

(Sequoiadendron giganteum) in 

Palmer Park (SU 73605 

73048) near the London Road–

Wokingham Road junction and 

number 7 on the RTWN 

Palmer Park to Redlands Tree 

Walk (link on page 10). 
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year-old King John’s Oak in Devon.  There were a couple of elm trees shortlisted, one in Sheffield where 

there is a lot of protest and publicity against the council’s plans to fell many street trees, one of which 

is a shortlisted elm.  The other elm is in Brighton and again a street tree.  This was threatened in 2013 

by proposed road changes, but by public campaigning the road design was altered and the tree saved.  

Another of the English shortlisted trees was an old mulberry in Wakefield which is thought to be the 

origin of the rhyme ‘Here we go round the mulberry bush’.  The original Bramley Apple tree was also 

shortlisted and it was lovely to see video footage of the tree in the suburban back garden, although the 

honey fungus does mean that it looks in a very sorry state. 

One tree from each of the four countries won the Country Tree of the Year award, and in England it was 

a sycamore that grows in a dip along Hadrian’s Wall.  I can’t find details of either its girth, or its age, 

but it is certainly a very photogenic tree in a beautiful and dramatic setting. 

In Scotland the tree that won is just 43 years old.  It is a copper beech that was planted in a school 

playground when the school was built.  The children call it the Ding Dong tree after a game of tag that 

they play around it.  Clearly it is very much a feature for the school and well used for lessons as well as 

at play-time.  A couple of the other shortlisted trees from Scotland caught my attention; the Birnam oak 

which is one of the last surviving oaks from the wood mentioned in Macbeth and a sycamore tree which 

has grown around a bicycle that was reputedly left against it by a local man when he went off to serve in 

WW1 and never returned. 

In Northern Ireland the winning tree was a holm oak in Kilbroney 

Park, Rostrevor in County Down.  It grows at a 45 degree angle so it 

is easy to climb and to sit inside the canopy, with a great view across 

the park.  The other shortlisted tree that I liked from Northern 

Ireland, was The Wesley Beeches.  Two beech saplings were planted 

by John Wesley in 1787 which he twisted together to symbolise the 

connection between the Anglican church and his new Methodist 

movement.  They have joined and split leaving an arch and two trunks, 

rather like our Earley Gemini oak trees. 

The Welsh winning tree was The Brimmon Oak, 500 years old with a 

6m girth growing in a field on a farm in Powys.  The landowner has 

campaigned three times for this tree.  In 2009 the planned  route of 

the Newtown bypass went through the tree so it was due to be 

felled; campaign one succeeded in saving the tree and the proposal 

then was to move the tree (!); campaign two was against this 

alternative and the revised proposal was a small alteration to the 

bypass route.  Campaign three hit Facebook and, with all the 

publicity, the Welsh Assembly finally agreed to vary the route even 

more, so that the oak tree roots will not be affected.  

The stories of several of these shortlisted trees being saved from 

new road designs was very heartening and something we can use when 

we campaign for road designs and developments to be sensitive to our 

veteran trees.  I also wonder whether we can encourage new local 

schools to plant a tree that can become as important to their pupils 

as the Ding Dong tree in Scotland. 

All four country winning trees have now gone forward into the 

European Tree of the Year competition.  The Woodland Trust 

website is open for your vote, but voting closes at the end of 

February.  Do look at the website and see all the nominated trees 

from each country and encourage friends to vote as well. 

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/tree-of-the-year/ 

 

 

Veteran Tree Survey Veteran Tree Survey Veteran Tree Survey Veteran Tree Survey 
snapshotsnapshotsnapshotsnapshot    
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(Quercus robur) 

32323232    
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(Quercus rubra) 

29292929    
Holm Oaks 

(Quercus ilex) 

18181818    
Turkey Oaks 

(Quercus cerris) 

5555    
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Cypress, Lucombe, 

Turner's, Scarlet & 

Sessile 
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RAY STAGLES  1921 – 2016 

Ray very sadly died in December.  He was 95, and although he became 

increasingly frail in the last year or two, his mind was as sharp as ever.  

If I reach that age I just hope I’m half as sharp. 

Ray was born 1921 in Leyton, East London and graduated from 

University College London in 1942 with an English degree.  He then 

established a career in Education and moved to Wokingham in 1964 as 

the first Head of the Bulmershe School, Woodley; subsequently moving 

to Bulmershe College of Higher Education, where he met Barbara after 

his first wife Joan died.  He listed his interests as literature, classical 

music, cryptic crosswords, Scrabble and the Blasket Islands, off the west coast of County Kerry in 

Ireland (where the photos below were taken).  

During the war, University College was evacuated to Aberystwyth, where 

Ray and Joan attended a fascinating lecture on the Blasket Islands, but it 

wasn’t until 25 years later that they finally got there.  He loved the Blasket 

Islands and in 1978 they became the subject of a published historical book 

‘The Blasket Islands: Next Parish America’ 

based on original research carried out by 

Joan.  This was followed by ‘The Blasket 

Island Guide’ in 1980 with a revised 

version in 2011 (and excellent value at only 

£4.99).  In an interview for ‘The 

Wokingham Times’ in 2011, he gave three 

reasons for visiting the islands.  They are 

astonishingly beautiful from a natural 

point of view; their remoteness, with no telephones, no shops and no traffic, takes you away from all the 

usual hazards and concerns of modern life; and it’s fascinating to look at the deserted villages, 

abandoned when the small ageing population was evacuated to the mainland in the 1950s.   

Interestingly the Blasket Islands have no trees! 

In 2009, for his Tree Watch Profile, he wrote:  “It is owing entirely to my wife Barbara that over the 

past 3 years I have not been able to see the wood for the trees, and have found them, individually, to be 

quite fascinating.  Every public meeting WDVTA has held, and every walk and visit it has organised, has 

been for me a further revelation.  More recently the visit to Kew Gardens arranged by Kerry Clissold, 

with its excellent guided tour, has highlighted for me some quite extraordinary individual trees, and 

infused me, most unusually, to verse.” 

Turner’s Oak – Kew Gardens – with some of the WDVTA group in the photo 

This huge, hybrid oak 
Which rarely sheds its leaves 
And weighs hundreds of tons, 
In the hurricane of October ‘87 
Was raised, in a Herculean hug 
Right out of the ground. 
And then, in a split second, 
Dumped back down again 
On exactly the same spot. 
But with all the earth below and around 
Loosened, aerated, admitting 
Microscopic, rejuvenating life. 
And so embarked on a vigorous old age 
Like a widower remarrying in his eighties. 

Ray Stagles, 27th August 2009 
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SPECIES IN FOCUS – TURNER'S OAK (QUERCUS X TURNERI) 

10 miscellaneous facts about Turner’s Oak 

1. Turner’s Oak is cross between Holm Oak 

and English Oak (Quercus ilex x Q. 

robur).  

2. The hybrid originated some time before 

1783 in the Holloway Down Nursery in 

Essex, founded by Mr Spencer Turner. 

3. The earliest account is by Lamarck in 

1783.  He described a specimen growing in 

the gardens of the Trianon Palace in 

northern France that came from the 

Essex nursery. 

4. Initially a variety pseudoturneri was 

identified, but it’s now recognised that 

there’s a range of characteristics 

reflecting the dual parentage and all are 

Quercus x turneri. 

5. It is semi-evergreen, retaining some of 

its leaves overwinter. 

6. The Kew specimen is over 220 years old 

(photo page 7).  It came from Turner’s 

nursery in 1798 and was planted in the 

original five-acre arboretum. 

7. In the great storm of 1987 the Kew tree 

was uprooted, lifted a few inches and dropped back down in the same place.  Instead of dying, it was 

revitalised; having previously shown signs of stress from root compaction.  This led to the realisation 

that decompaction and aeration of the 

roots would be a good treatment for 

other trees.  Thus the ‘Airspade’ was 

developed and is in common use today. 

8. We have just one Turner’s oak in our 

database – MRN 5715 (shown here).  It’s 

on the Earley Gate campus of the 

University of Reading and is tree number 

13 on their Whiteknights Tree Walk.  It’s 

a County Champion for both girth and 

height, with a very prominent graft at 

about waist height. 

9. It is described as a remarkable specimen 

in “The Trees of Great Britain & Ireland” 

published in 1910.  In 1907 it had a girth 

of 6’ (1.8m) 10” above the graft. 

10. It is propagated by grafting onto Quercus 

robur rootstock; although the graft is not 

always as obvious as in the Earley Gate 

specimen. 
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SADLY DEPARTED – MRNs 3562 and 2047 

MRN 3562, an oak alongside 

Reading Road in Woosehill, was 

struck by lightening during a 

storm last September.  It fell on 

to a car and blocked the road.  

Fortunately only the car was 

damaged and not any occupants.  

The trunk remains upright and 

alive.  

 

Just round the corner from MRN 3562 

in Old Woosehill Lane was MRN 2047.  

It was felled to ground level sometime 

before November last year.  We don’t 

know why. 

 

 

 

……. and in California, a famous Wellingtonia in Calaveras Big 

Trees State Park, known as the “Pioneer CabinTree”  or “The 

Tunnel Tree”  was toppled last month during the strongest storm 

to hit the area in over a decade. 
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“ARE THEY PLAYING TREE A SIDE?” 

…… was one comment on social media this month after Aberdeenshire Council planted trees on a football 

pitch in Logie Durno.  In their defence they said they 

thought the pitch was rarely used.  However – as can be 

seen – goal posts were there when the trees were planted 

and they did not consult the local council.  Referring to the 

newly-planted trees, one young girl said, “They are good 

for dribbling around, because it gives you good practice.”  

A spokesman said, “It would seem that we were barking up 

the wrong tree with plans for this site.” 

RECOMMENDED WEBSITES & READING 

www.observatree.org.uk – monitoring tree health 

www.bartletttree.co.uk – Bartlett Trees  

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/tree-of-the-year - Tree of the Year 

www.reading.ac.uk/TheMERL – MERL website 

www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/fmd/Grounds_Tree_Walk_Brochure.pdf – UoR Whiteknights tree walk 

www.readingtreewardens.org.uk/walks/walk_palmer_park_redlands.htm – The Reading Tree Warden 

Palmer Park to Redlands Tree Walk 

Some sources used in this issue:  all web pages accessed 22-02-2017 

p3–MERL blogs: http://blogs.reading.ac.uk/merl/category/merl-project-news/ (posted Dec 15, 2016) 

http://blogs.reading.ac.uk/merl/2016/11/ (posted Nov 23, 2016) [scroll down to Nov 23] 

p5–Tree of the Year: www.channel4.com/programmes/tree-of-the-year-with-ardal-ohanlon/on-demand/65397-001  

p7-Ray Stagles: www.getreading.co.uk/news/local-news/blasket-island-guide-reborn-4209870-NB: the islands were never bombed!! 

p8-Species in Focus:-www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/fmd/Grounds_Tree_Walk_Brochure.pdf; Mitchell, Alan (1974) ‘A Field Guide to the Trees of 

Britain and Northern Europe’ ISBN 0 00 212035 6;  “The Trees of Great Britain and Ireland”  vol 5 by Henry John Elwes & Augustine Henry pub 1910 

-  www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/17123#/summary; www.kew.org/visit-kew-gardens/explore/attractions/turners-oak; 

www.monumentaltrees.com/en/gbr/england/cityoflondon/965_royalbotanicgardens/12926/ 

p9-Sadly Departed: www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/reading-road-fallen-tree-friends-11894501;  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pioneer_Cabin_Tree  

p10-www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-38955586 

Images may be subject to copyright, so please do not reproduce any without checking first. 

The views and opinions expressed in Tree Watch are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor 

or the official policy or position of the Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association. 

Don’t forget:  The latest database and all the latest files relating to the survey are on the Yahoo site: 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/WDVTA/info 

 

Details of all trees in our database are available via the web map pages:  wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS  

    Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly,     

THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU   to everyone who is out there recording our trees. to everyone who is out there recording our trees. to everyone who is out there recording our trees. to everyone who is out there recording our trees.    

We wouldn’t havWe wouldn’t havWe wouldn’t havWe wouldn’t have a database without you.e a database without you.e a database without you.e a database without you.    

“Parish councillors are to check that all Charvil’s significant trees have preservation orders and are 

accurately recorded in Wokingham’s database.” 

The Wokingham Paper 26-01-17 


