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On 13th August we had 7238 trees in our database and 9928 photographs 

Welcome to the 30th issue of Tree Watch.   

We now have 9928 photos in our database, 

having added 45 in our last update as we 

pursue our aim to have a photo for every tree.  

With just 72 short of 10,000, we should reach 

that total for our 10th anniversary next year.  

This time Dennis Bryant updated 21 trees with 

excellent photos, including three for MRN 2163 

shown here.  This pollarded English Oak 

(Quercus robur) is 500-600 years old.  Its 

current girth is 

6.3m at 1.5m.  

In 2007 it was 

5.8m; the above 

average growth 

rate implying it likes growing in this damp meadow near the Hurst/Twyford 

boundary.  It was originally measured by Stuart Croft (see profile in Tree 

Watch 1 p2) with 

the help of the 

scouts and their 

photo was used on 

the cover of the 

first edition of 

our handbook. 

The next issue of Tree Watch will be November 2016 

and the copy deadline is 31st October.  If you have 

comments or responses to anything in this issue or 

contributions for future issues please send them to: 

Elaine Butler - datamanager @ wdvta.org.uk 

Main items in this issue:- 
p7 Holiday Trees;   Swinley Forest 

p2 Notes from our chairman p8 Species in Focus – Carob Tree 

p4 St Paul’s Churchyards Project p9 Then and Now;    Community Orchards 

p5 Database – parish statistics p10 Sadly Departed;    New Trees at Wokingham Station 

p6 Profile – Cathy Harris p11 Where is it?    Fee’s Puzzle;   Tree Sculpture 

p6 Earley’s Shrinking Natural Environment p12 Did you know?  Oldest European tree 
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Events – September - November 2016 

� Friday 21st October – visit to Blenheim Palace fully booked – email to go on the waiting list 

External events: 

� Wednesday 2nd November – Conference on Churchyard Trees – see link on page 12 

For up-to-date information - see the events page on our website – wdvta.org.uk/events.php 

TREE WATCHING FROM MY CHAIR                                            Alison Griffin 

Since the last Tree Watch I have been keeping notes on different tree topics that I 

thought might interest you.  In each edition of Tree Watch I will write these up as brief 

articles.  

Tree Protection 

Driving out of Wokingham on the Twyford Road, I have 

been very pleased to see the protective barriers put 

around a couple of iconic oak trees which will soon be 

surrounded by new development.  A photograph of these 

trees (MRNs 1959 and 1960) has been on our publicity 

leaflet for many years.  I like to think that one impact 

of our association is that we are influencing more 

protection of trees, but we do need to keep watching 

and escalate and 

report any concerns that we have especially with the scale of 

developments in the borough.  

In contrast, in Poole in Dorset, I came across some ‘tree barked’ 

trees in April.  A row of 6 Monterey pines were all tree barked on 

Easter Monday.  They are along a boundary with an unmade road 

where a planning application has been submitted for the 

redevelopment of the site.  These 70 foot plus trees will all now die 

and will need to be felled.  What a shame.  

Dick Greenaway  Citizen Science update 

In the last Tree Watch (issue 29) I wrote about my findings of the timing of when oak tree buds burst.  

Dick had a few people who responded to his request for volunteers to record ground water temperature 

and the date when oak buds burst and has written up a summary of all the results. 

His conclusion is that the ground water temperature reaching 10OC does seem to be a significant factor 

for English oaks.  He also concluded that adjacent trees can burst at different times, so ground water 

temperature is not the sole factor.  Roadside trees seem to burst earlier, especially ones on banks with 

root buttresses exposed to the south.  Presumably roots under the black road surface or on a south 

facing bank warm up more quickly.   

Over the years, the same tree in Dick’s garden (rural West Berkshire) has burst as late as May 19th and 

as early as April 10th; this year it burst on April 20th.  In comparison, the oaks trees near my house in 

Wokingham had all burst to some degree by April 14th.   In Newbury it was April 28th, in Tilehurst it was 

April 14th and in Pickering in North Yorkshire it was May 2nd. 

I will let you know if Dick asks for more volunteers to keep records next year, for this or any of his other 

Citizen Science projects. 

“Happy Arbor Day” 

Fee Young’s article, in the last Tree Watch, on ‘Arbor Day’ celebrations in different countries stirred 

some memories.  With a bit of researching I have pieced together the following. 
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Oak Apple Day used to be celebrated in the UK on May 29th having been created as a formal public 

holiday in 1660 to commemorate the restoration of the English monarchy and it remained as a public 

holiday until 1859. 

My mother recalled needing to wear an oak apple on Oak Apple Day as the 

boys at her village school would use bunches of nettles to sting the legs of 

anyone not wearing an oak apple.  My grandmother recalled that a tree in the 

centre of the village where she lived was decorated with flags every Arbor 

Day, as you can see in this picture from a book of early postcards.  The 

caption reads “Aston on Clun – The Arbor Tree 1928.  Situated in the centre 

of the village, this 300-yea-old black poplar and its predecessors were 

decorated with flags annually on the Sunday nearest to 29th May.  The 

custom is believed to be linked to the Celtic Princess, St. Brigit, a goddess of 

fertility, and was perpetuated by Charles II, who by way of celebrating the 

restoration of the monarchy in 1660, proclaimed 29th May as Oak Apple Day 

and a national holiday.  ……  Unfortunately, in September 1995, the old tree 

blew down in a gale but was replaced with a sapling taken from the original 

just three months earlier.” 

So we used to have our own ‘Arbor Day’ but like many things it has faded from memories. 

Earley Green Fair 

Patricia Green, Jane Sellwood and I manned a stall for WDVTA at the Earley Green Fair at the start of 

this month.  The lovely sunny weather brought out a steady stream of visitors all day and we had many 

conversations with people about local trees and their tree concerns as well as about our display.  One 

family were surprised to spot themselves in a photograph of the planting of one of the Earley Jubilee 

trees and had to promise to take their children back to see the tree again.  Many people were recognising 

the photographs of several iconic Earley trees that we 

had printed and were pleased that their local favourite 

tree was on display. 

One person left his email address with us as he has a lot 

of oak saplings that he is nurturing.  If anyone would like 

any saplings for planting, then please get in touch with me 

and I can pass on his details. 

If you have never been to the Fair, I can recommend it: a 

wide variety of stalls, a lovely setting and a very friendly 

atmosphere.  And it is free too! 

All three of us agreed that the effort to create and man 

the stall was well worthwhile and good publicity for the association.  If you have a similar local event 

where a stall to publicise us in your area would be possible, do let me know. 

Original Bramley Apple Tree 

In July there were newspaper articles about the decline of the original Bramley apple tree.  It was sown 

as a seed in 1809 by a girl called Mary Ann Brailsford in Southwell in Nottinghamshire.  It was tended by 

subsequent owners of the property, the last of whom died two years ago, since when it has been rather 

neglected.  It survived a honey fungus threat in 1991, but now has a fungal infection and may die.  Many 

clones of the tree exist and it is estimated that the Bramley apple is now a £37 million pound per year 

industry. 

Wokingham Borough News 

Did you see that both trees and WDVTA were mentioned in the Summer 2016 edition of the Wokingham 

Borough News under the headline ‘Preserving our Trees’ on page 18? 

copyright A.D.T. Evans 
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ST PAUL’S CHURCHYARD TREE SUCCESSION PROJECT WINS DOROTHY MORLEY AWARD 2016 

Barbara Stagles 

St Paul’s Churchyard Tree Succession 

Project, Wokingham, was set up in 2014 to 

ensure that when the older significant 

trees in the churchyard came to the end 

of their life there would be new ones to 

replace them. The need to manage or 

remove other trees that had become 

overgrown was also needed.  

A project team consisting of church and 

community members (including Tree 

Wardens) soon realised that a wider plan 

for the whole churchyard was needed. 

While certain areas had to be maintained tidily and graves kept accessible, there was also scope to make 

the churchyard more welcoming to the wider community and to wildlife.  

During 2015 a team of volunteers carried out a biodiversity survey and in April 2016 a report was 

presented to a well-attended public meeting.  Interesting discoveries were made about existing plants, 

fungi, mosses, lichen, birds, small mammals, bats, reptiles and invertebrates. In particular a very rare bug 

was found Eremocoris fenestratus.  It was recognised that biodiversity could be improved in various ways 

such as changing the grass cutting regime, planting hedges with wild life friendly shrubs and mounting 

bird and bat boxes. 

In 2016 the team applied to the Dorothy Morley Award for conservation (see link on page 12) and were 

delighted to learn in August that they had won.  The Award was presented to the team by Dr Kate Dent, 

BBOWT Director for Conservation and Education (Berkshire) on Thursday August 25th.  (Photos below)  

The £1,000 award will go towards commissioning a professional arboricultural survey which is a necessary 

next step.  Further fund raising will hope to pay for a Soil Survey and a Planting Plan.  Then the 

renovation work can begin in earnest. Donations to the Churchyard Fund are invited and can be made at 

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/treesuccession 

 

See link on page 12 for information about the one-day conference on Churchyard Trees. 

“The churchyard is a sermon not only in stone but in plants and animals.  Churchyards can be places 

where we can practice living harmoniously with our fellow creatures.” 

NigelCooper (2001) in “Wildlife in Church and Churchyard” 
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DATABASE - WHICH PARISH HAS RECORDED THE MOST TREES? 

This might sound a simple question, but what is meant by most? 

Shinfield has recorded more trees than any other parish (so far) – 1285 - 20% of the Borough total. 

Barkham has recorded most trees by area – 123 per sq km - 12% of the Borough total. 

Remenham has recorded most trees per head of population - 28 per 100 people - 2% of the Borough total. 

The graphs below show the area (hectares), population in 2011 and the number of trees currently in our 

database for each town/parish as a percentage of the total for the Borough. 

 

 

The largest parish is Hurst (1992 hectares) and the smallest is Twyford (280 hectares).  More people live 

in Earley (30,868) than any other town/parish, although of course these figures are for 2011 and with 

the SDL developments, this will change.  Population density is highest in Woodley (313 per sq km) and 

lowest in Remenham (61 per sq km). 

You can see database totals for parishes, species and species by parish on the website – on the Survey, 

Database page. 
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PROFILE – CATHY HARRIS 

Cathy has been a member for a few years, starting out by assisting Liz Wild 

surveying the veteran trees on the University of Reading’s Whiteknights 

Campus (which includes Earley Gate and the Harris Gardens).  She has now 

joined the Committee with what she describes as an ‘evolving’ remit!  

I grew up in London and soon 

became a bit of a tree hugger 

and environmentalist.  I studied 

Zoology at Bangor University 

and went onto postgraduate 

studies at Aberdeen where I 

stayed for over thirty years 

maintaining my interest in 

wildlife and the outdoors whilst 

raising a family and eventually 

having a career in 

Communications & Engagement.  

I moved to Reading 9 years ago 

and, being keen to be involved in 

the local community, found 

volunteering very rewarding - owl surveys with Stuart Croft at Dinton, 

volunteering at Warburgh Nature Reserve, surveying for Water Voles etc 

etc.  I stumbled across WDVTA whilst talking newts with Liz Wild one 

evening, and am now delighted to be asked onto the committee and hope to 

eventually have much more time to devote to the role.   

Cathy Harris   

EARLEY’S SHRINKING NATURAL ENVIRONMENT Anne Booth 

Users of Laurel Park may have noticed that some of the trees fringing the car park next to the pavilion 

have been cut down.  This was done by members of the football club to provide vehicle access to the 

field behind for extra parking space on their Fun Day, apparently without permission from Wokingham 

Borough Council.  Unfortunately the gap created is next to a lovely veteran oak tree (MRN 1583) whose 

roots could be damaged by vehicles driving 

over them.  There was a very small gap by the 

tree - an informal access, which is probably 

why they chose that particular place.  WBC 

has now closed off the access with a 

temporary fence, but rumour has it that if 

and when Laurel Park is taken over by Earley 

Town Council, this field will become 

permanent overflow parking.  

I find the gradual erosion of our natural environment 

and green space worrying.  Very recently a large 

veteran oak has been cut down along the cycleway 

from Beech Lane (see page 10).  This was believed to 

have been causing subsidence to a nearby property.   

The loss of this grand old tree clearly shows how the 

planning system did not protect either it, or the new 

house, at the time permission for building was 

granted. 

Veteran Tree Veteran Tree Veteran Tree Veteran Tree 
Survey snapshotSurvey snapshotSurvey snapshotSurvey snapshot    

WWWWHITEKNIGHTS HITEKNIGHTS HITEKNIGHTS HITEKNIGHTS 

CCCCAMPUSAMPUSAMPUSAMPUS    

174174174174    
trees recorded 

82828282%%%%    
in Earley 

33332222    
in Reading 

6.6m6.6m6.6m6.6m    
Largest recorded 

girth - MRN 5817 

25252525    
species 

4444    
TROBI champions 
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HOLIDAY TREES Alison Griffin 

Elaine reminded me about the occasional ‘Holiday Tree’ piece in Tree Watch and this spurred me on to 

look out for trees while we were away in the Peloponnese in June. 

My husband is the real photographer in 

our family and he also is much more heat 

tolerant than I am.  So my usual response 

to ‘what’s your favourite holiday tree?’ is 

‘the one that gives me the most shade’ as 

that is frequently what I search for 

while he takes the photographs and I try 

to get out of the heat. 

This holiday though I was slightly more 

disciplined and took my own photographs 

of trees where I sheltered for shade and 

also of trees I didn’t recognise, spending 

an evening once we were back trying to 

identify those I didn’t know.  So yes, for 

shade there were quite a few oriental 

plane trees and plenty of black 

mulberries too, although few with developing fruit.  Talking to the hotel owner about the trees on his 

terrace, he prefers to plant mulberry as it can be pruned and trained and is ideal for shade on patios and 

terraces.  There was also a lovely carob tree which shaded the top of the steps leading to the beach. 

However, the tree that I will really remember from the holiday was not one which offered any shade at 

all even though it was an oak tree.  Standing 

on a hillside on the Mani peninsular enjoying 

the wonderful view, I suddenly saw that the 

2m high bush I was standing by had a 

developing acorn and leaves a little like holly 

or holm oak.  The following day we were 

walking up a hillside and I was searching for 

shade again.  All we could find were these 

same oak bushes that were not tall enough 

to give shade.  These are Quercus 

coccifera, the Kermes oak.  The Wikipedia 

entry says; “The Kermes Oak was historically 

important as the food plant of the Kermes 

scale insect, from which a red dye called 

crimson was obtained.  The etymology of the 

specific name 'coccifera' is related to the 

production of red cochineal (crimson) dye and derived from Latin coccum which was from Greek κὀκκος, 

the kermes insect.  The Latin -fera means 'bearer'.” 

NB Kremes crimson produced from Kermes vermilio was widely used in the old world until the introduction from the new world of 
the superior cochineal produced from another scale insect, Dactylopius coccus, which lives on Opuntia (prickly-pear) cacti.  [Ed] 

SWINLEY FOREST 

The fire (suspected arson) in 2011 lasted for about a week and destroyed more than 100,000 trees, 

predominantly pines.  As a result, the Forestry Commission have changed their practice guidance on 

wild fire resistance.  They are planting fire resistant species and redesigning the layout, planting a 

whole range of broad leaf trees within areas considered most susceptible to fire.  The broad leaf 

trees, particularly sweet chestnut and oak, should slow any future fire. 
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SPECIES IN FOCUS – CAROB TREE (CERATONIA SILIQUA) 

12 miscellaneous facts about Carob trees 

1. Also known as St John’s 

Bread and the Locust Bean 

tree, it is native to and 

widely cultivated all around 

the Mediterranean region. 

2. It is dioecious – separate 

male and female trees. 

3. It belongs to the pea family, 

Fabaceae (previously known 

as Papilionaceae or before 

that as Leguminosae).  As a 

legume it has nitrogen-fixing 

bacteria in its root nodules 

and the characteristic pods. 

4. The large pods are edible and 

have many uses.   

5. Carob pods were used as ruminant fodder, but are less favoured now because of their high tannin 

content.  When I was a child they were used as winter feed for the deer of Richmond Park. 

6. Now its most important economic use is the 

production of locust-bean or carob-seed gum 

for use in foods, cosmetics, medicines, 

photographic film emulsions, adhesives, paints, 

inks and polishes.  

7. It is used as a substitute for chocolate (carob 

bars are widely available in health food 

stores), coffee (carob is caffeine-free) and 

gluten and in Sicily it’s turned into alcohol.  

8. The Romans were harvesting the species as 

early as AD79.  Carob pods have been found in 

the store houses of Pompeii. 

9. The seeds are said to be the original carat 

used as a standard weight by jewellers, 

because the seeds are very uniform in size 

and weight. 

10. It can tolerate drought and strong winds, but 

not shade or salt spray. 

11. RHS lists just two suppliers for this tree – 

one in Kent and one in East Sussex, and 

seedlings are available on Amazon.  

12. It is one of our chairman’s favourite trees.  She took these photos in Puglia in southern Italy last 

year (top) and in Greece this year. 
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THEN AND NOW …..    MRN 23 IN 2011 AND 2016 

 

This English oak (Quercus robur) is another of the trees recorded in Cantley Park.  This one is near the 

tennis courts.  The photos show the tree in May 2011 and July 2016, but, as its number suggests, it was 

one of the first trees to be recorded.  It was surveyed in February 2006 and had a girth of 3.35m at 

1.5m.  Since it was February, the associated photo was a silhouette.  When it was verified in May 2011, its 

girth was 3.55m and it was photographed in full leaf.  In 2006 it was noted that there was some die-back 

and decay in pruning wounds.  It has deteriorated since then, so that much of the tree has had to be 

removed.  However it is still alive and it is gratifying to see that it has been given this chance to survive. 

 

COMMUNITY ORCHARDS 

The community orchard in Laurel Park, Earley (see Tree Watch 27, p3) now has its own website 

www.earleyorchard.org.uk  

The trees were planted in February when, despite 

the weather, 50 people turned out to help, including 

some Erlegh Elfins (an outdoor pre-school group) 

and UoR students.  All 18 trees were sponsored.  

The photo shows the Mayor of Earley, Melanie de 

Jong, Jean Hackett (left) and Anne Booth (right) 

planting a Worcester Pearmain, whose sponsor was 

unable to attend.  The others were planted by their 

sponsors. 

Read an account of the planting by Jean Hackett in 

the April EEG newsletter or on our Commemorative 

& Special Trees site – this orchard is our record 

W063 and there are more photos there - links on 

page 12. 

PTES (People’s Trust for Endamgered Species) has 

a new community orchard page which currently 

maps 394 community orchards across Great Britain.  

So far it lists seven within Wokingham Borough – 

Dinton Pastures, Shinfield, Swallowfield, Twyford, 

Wargrave and the two in Earley.   

See link on page 12. 
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SADLY DEPARTED – MRN 347 

 

In July this lovely oak 

was killed.  There was 

nothing wrong with it.  

It had stood there for 

300 years or more and 

was in good condition; 

but houses had been 

built too close to it 

and it was causing 

subsidence to one of 

them.  An English oak (Quercus robur) with a girth of 4.7m 

at 1.5m when measured in 2006, it was a significant 

landmark in Earley.  The photos here show it from the 

footpath (an old tarmac road) behind Thanington Way and 

behind the houses at the top of Thanington Way.   

Yet another example of planning legislation ultimately 

having very little respect for trees. 

 

NEW TREES AT WOKINGHAM STATION  

As part of the redevelopment of Wokingham Station, 

Network Rail planted unprotected saplings, many of which 

were soon vandalised.  Barbara Stagles’ communications 

with both Network Rail and WBC has resulted in WBC 

planting several Ginkgo biloba, protected by substantial and 

very attractive guards – as shown in her photo.  Hopefully 

these will not only survive but thrive; and Barbara will 

continue to monitor their progress. 

Although not a native, Ginkgo is an excellent street tree. 
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WHERE IS IT? 

Do you know where this tree is? 

Answer in the next issue. 

It is in our database and definitely shows 

veteran characteristics! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEE YOUNG’S PUZZLES 

Solution to word search in the last issue: 

 

TREE SCULPTURE 

I’m assured that the totem pole carved in the 

1980s and featured in the last issue of Tree 

Watch is still in the grounds of Polehampton 

Infant School. 

Patricia Green spotted this in hotel grounds in 

Bembridge, Isle of Wight 

From the last issue:- 

“The Cage Pollard” in 

Burnham Beeches.  

We saw it on the 

WDVTA walk there 

 a few years  ago. 
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DID YOU KNOW?  A pine in Europe has just been positively dated as over 1,075 years old. 

That means it germinated around AD940 (during the Viking Age - as 

many press reports pointed out) and makes it currently the oldest known 

living individual organism in Europe.  It’s a Bosnian Pine (Pinus 

heldreichii) growing in the Pindus Mountains of northern Greece; and it 

grows in a grove of ancient pines, alongside a dozen or more trees of a 

similar age.  It was dendrocronologically dated by scientists from the 

Universities of Stockholm, Mainz and Arizona, during a research study 

into past climates.  They have named it “Adonis” after the Greek god of 

beauty and desire.  The tree was aged by taking a core sample 91cm long 

(with 1075 rings), but since the core didn't reach the centre of the 

tree and was taken relatively high up its trunk (1.5m), they expect it to 

be even older.  Its girth at 1.5m is 7.1m.  The species is found across 

the Balkans and southern Italy.  It’s not endangered (conservation 

status is “Least Concern”) and there’s a specimen in Bulgaria with a girth 

of 7.8m reputed to be over 1,300 years old; but this Greek one is the 

only one so far to be definitively dated.             Photo: Dr Oliver Konter, Mainz 

RECOMMENDED WEBSITES 

www.conservationfoundation.co.uk/churchyardtrees – conference on churchyard trees 

www.earleyorchard.org.uk – website of the Earley Community Orchard  

tinyurl.com/special-trees – our Commemorative & Special Trees database 

www.earleyenvironmentalgroup.co.uk/Newsletter/Newsletter.asp – April 2016 – page 4 – “The Community 

Orchard is planted” by Jean Hackett  

https://ptes.org/campaigns/traditional-orchard-project/orchard-network/community-orchards/ – map 

www.bbowt.org.uk/what-we-do/local-communities/dorothy-morley-conservation-awards – find out 

about Dorothy Morley and the biennial award in her honour 

 

Some sources used in this issue: 

p2: .(Arbor Day)  Border Wanderings  by  A T D Evans  ISBN 978 0 9560569 0 0; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oak_Apple_Day;  

p3:  (Bramley apple tree)  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-nottinghamshire-36826038 

p5:  http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/   (accessed 27-07-2016) 

p7: (Kermes oak) en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quercus_coccifera;  www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-746gwz 

p7:  (Swinley forest) http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-berkshire-36445647 (accessed 04-06-16) 

p8:  www.pfaf.org/user/Plant.aspx?LatinName=Ceratonia+siliqua; en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceratonia_siliqua; en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fabaceae; 

www.kew.org/science-conservation/research-data/resources/legumes-of-the-world/genus/ceratonia (all accessed 18-08-16) 

p12: www.su.se/english/about/profile-areas/climate-seas-and-environment/pine-oldest-living-inhabitant-in-europe-1.292940;  

www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/celebrating-least-1075-years-pine-could-be-europes-oldest-tree-180960210/?no-ist; 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baikushev%27s_pine; (all accessed 22-08-16); Paul Krusic personal comm. 25-08-16 

Images may be subject to copyright, so please do not reproduce any without checking first. 

The views and opinions expressed in Tree Watch are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor or 

the official policy or position of the Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association. 

Don’t forget:  The latest database and all the latest files relating to the survey are on the Yahoo site: 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/WDVTA/info 

 

Details of all trees in our database are available via the web map pages:  wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS  

    Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly,     

THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU   to everyone who is out there recording  to everyone who is out there recording  to everyone who is out there recording  to everyone who is out there recording & photographing & photographing & photographing & photographing our trees.our trees.our trees.our trees.    

We wWe wWe wWe wouldn’t have a database without you.ouldn’t have a database without you.ouldn’t have a database without you.ouldn’t have a database without you.    


